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ABSTRACT 



This paper describes a new program in the Western provinces 
of China (Guangxi, Guizhou, Yunnan, Gansu, Ningxia, Qinghai, Xinjiang, Tibet, 
and Inner Mongolia) that is designed to integrate 20,000 children with 
low-vision into general education classrooms. The Golden Key Research Center 
of Education for Visually Impaired has been working with the Chinese 
government since 1990 to implement the program in the East and Northeast 
China. The first Golden Key Program in the Western provinces is being 
implemented in Guangxi and includes the following objectives: (1) to enable 

1,614 children with visual impairments to receive integrated education and 
raise the school enrollment rate of Guangxi Autonomous Region to above 90 
percent; (2) to provide training for teachers and administrative personnel in 
order to lay a sound foundation for future study; and (3) to build up 
instructive and administrative networks, In 1996, 759 children with visual 

impairments were admitted to school . Barriers to integration include the 
shortage of professional knowledge among government officials and school 
teachers, who still regard integration as very difficult. The evaluation 
timetable for the program is discussed and the evaluation standards and 
scales are attached. (CR) 
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The western provinces ( autonomous regions ) of China, i.e., Guangxi, Guizhou, 
£ Yunnan, Gansu, Ningxia, Qinghai, Xinjiang, Tibet and Inner Mongolia, cover an 

£ area about half of the nation’s total and host about 1/5 of the population, 

^ including most of the 55 minority nationalities. Economy and education in these 

Q regions remain underdeveloped due to the rigid natural conditions like bitter 

W coldness, drought, mountains and deserts. There are about 20,000 low sighted 

children 7 - 15 in the above 9 regions, however, according to the statistics of the 
Financial Dept of State Educational Commission( SEC), only 497 children had 
been admitted to school by the end of 1 994. It is a really severe situation there. 

The limited social and personal resources in the above regions hinder a rapid 
development of education for the visually impaired children. Whereas, education 
is the only way out for those children to make a living on their own. In the spirit of 
Salamanca Manifesto, we initiate the Golden Key Program to pave the way for 
All-Acceptance Schools, to help the needy for a stable society as well as to 
strengthen the ethic consciousness among all the children through activities 
assisting the disabled. The program, spanning 10 years ( 1996-2005) and based 
on cooperation with local government, aims at realizing universal admittance for 
the low sighted children to schools and providing them with necessary special 
education. 



Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region is located in Southwest part of China. It 
has an area of 236,700 Square Kilometers and a population of 44.38 million. It is 
underdeveloped due to its mountainous areas, less cultivated land and poor 
transportation. 



The Guangxi Golden Key Project started in 1996 and will finish by 1998. The 
Objectives are: 
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1. To enable the 1614 visually impaired children receive integrated education, 
and raise the enrollment rate of Guangxi Autonomous Region to above 90%. 

2. To provide training for teachers and administrative personnel, so as to lay a 
sound foundation for future study. 

3. Based on the Resource Center, build up instructive and administrative network 
in provincial and local levels. 



The Inner Mongolia Golden Key Project will start in 1998 and finish in 2001. 
Inner Mongolia covers an area of 1,180,000 Square Kilometers and a population 
of 23 million. The population density is only about 1/10 of Guangxi. It has 
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deserts, prairie, deep forest, wasteland, flatlands, highlands and other natural 
conditions. 

The experience from Inner Mongolia and Guangxi Autonomous Region will be 
applicable to the large areas in the Southwest, Northwest, and Northeast of 
China. 



The Basic Appraisal on the Integrated Education 
for the Visually Impaired Children in China 

Xu Bailun 

China adopted the Compulsory Education Policy in 1984. In 1994, the Protection 
Policy for the Disabled and the Education Regulations for the Disabled were 
passed through, which legally guaranteed the education opportunity for the 
visually impaired children. 

Under such background, we thought the best way to upgrade the education for 
the visually impaired is through cooperation with the government . So, we 
formulated the Golden Key Program. The Program, spanning ten years ( 1996- 
2005), aimed at realizing universal admittance for the 20,000 visually impaired 
children to school in the nine underdeveloped western provinces, namely 
Guangxi, Guizhou, Yunnan, Gansu, Ningxia, Qinghai, Xinjiang, Tibet and Inner- 
Mongolia. 

In 1995, the Golden Key Research Center of Education for Visually Impaired 
signed an agreement first with Guangxi Education Commission to jointly fulfill the 
program. The Golden Key Research Center of Education for Visually Impaired 
will be responsible for general planning as well as providing professional 
guidance, raising funds for teacher training, providing study utensils and 
sponsorship, etc. The Guangxi Education Commission will be responsible for the 
implementation and the administration. 

In 1996, 759 visually impaired children were admitted to school. In 1997, 786 
children will be able to go to school. By 1998, the enrollment rate for the visually 
impaired children in Guangxi province will be above 96%. 

Starting from 1987, we put forward the Golden Key Project and explored the way 
of integrated education for the visually impaired children in East and Northeast 
of China. With the affirmation of the government in 1990, the project started to 
be carried out in the whole country, and named “ classroom integration “. 

However, the progress is not very satisfactory. According to statistics of the 
National Educational Commission, up to 1996, there were about 7535 visually 
impaired children in the country, and only 3378 were admitted to normal school, 
which make up only 45% of the total. 

One of the main reason for this is due to the shortage of professional knowledge. 
Many government officials and school teachers still regard it as a very difficult 

thing for visually impaired children to study in the same class with the normal 
children. 
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As a NGO, we can not provide the compulsory education as the government 
organizations do. Therefore, the objectives of the Golden Key Program is to help 
the government and raise the school enrollment as well as to lay a foundation for 
future study in two years. 

The two years will be divided into three stages. In every stage, we draw up clear 
evaluation standards in the following seven areas: 

Basic File 

Instructive Teachers 
Teaching Environment 
Psychic-Rehabilitation 
Social Adaptability 
Study Ability 
Parent Involvement. 

There are about 70,000-80,000 visually impaired children aged 7-15 in China, 
which account for 0.006%— 0.007% of the total population. It is much lower than 
the average international level. Besides, most of them are distributed among the 
impoverished families in the underdeveloped regions, where the level of 
administration and teaching are both relatively low. We hope through the three 
stage evaluation, the administrators, schools masters, teachers, as well as the 
students themselves and their parents will get a much clearer and better 
understanding. 



The preliminary evaluation will be done two months after the enrollment. 
In this stage, related personnel are requested to have a basic 
understanding of the special education for the visually impaired. 

The second evaluation will be carried out one year after enrollment. In this 
stage, related personnel begin to get familiar with education for the 
visually impaired. 

The final evaluation will be done two years after enrollment. Related 
personnel are requested to be able to master the special educaiton for 
the visually impaired. 



The following table gives the detailed evaluation standards and scales. 
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In November 1996, the Guangxi Education Commission did the preliminary 
evaluation on the 759 enrolled students. In Dec. 1996, the Golden Key Research 
Center of Education for the Visually Impaired and the Guangxi Education 
Commission jointly evaluated some schools. The result shows that the 
evaluation standards and scales generally included the main areas of the 
classroom integration of the visually impaired pupils. It is brief, practical and set a 
clear objective for people who are not familiar with the special education. It has 
very good guidance and push the work forward. 

In May 1997, well-known international specialists are invited to Guangxi for an on 
the spot investigation. It is concluded after the investigation that the Golden Key 
Program carried out in Guangxi is satisfactory, which proves that the guiding 
ideology of the Golden Key Program is correct, and suits the practical situation of 
the underdeveloped regions. 



The Appraisal Standards and Scales for the Blind Students in Guangxi 



Serial 

No. 


1st Stage 
Appraisal 
Index 


2nd Stage 
Appraisal 
Index 


Judgment 1 








Excellent 


Good 


Pass 


Poor | 


1 


Basic 

Files 


Teaching 

Plan 


has individual plan 
clear objectives 
concrete content 
effective measures 


has individual plan 
clear objectives 
concrete content 
some measures 


has individual plan 
has objectives 
basic content 


Teaching plan not 

concrete 

ineffective 


Students 

Handbook 


Fully filled 
Correct and precise 
comments 


Mostly filled 
Generally correct 
comments 


Not fully filled 
Vague comments 


Unfilled 


2 


Teachers 


Itinerant 

Guidance 


Give timely 
guidance 

Frequent exchange 
experience 


Has some guidance 
Could exchange 
experience 


Has some guidance 
Lack of exchange 


No guidance 
No exchange 


Braille 

Application 


Carefully written 
assignment 
Correct use of 
grammar and 
skillful math 
operation 


Carefully written 
assignment 
Correct use of 
grammar and math 
operation 


Know the 
requirement 
Incorrect use of 
grammar and math 
operation 


Do not know the 
requirement 


Love 

teaching 


Has teaching plan 
Show peculiarity 
Equal amount of 
assignment as 
sighted 

Frequent direct 
correction 


Has teaching plan 
Show peculiarity 
Equal amount of 
assignment as 
sighted 

Direct correction 


Has teaching plan 
Show peculiarity 
Equal amount of 
assignment as 
sighted | 

Sometimes direct 
correction 


Has teaching plan 
Show peculiarity 
Equal amount of 
assignment 
Frequent correction 




Consider 
Blind & 
Sighted 


Attention to 
integral education 
Adequate care for 
the Blind 
Show superiority 
complement 
Full attention to 
object teaching 
Self-made teaching 
equipment 


Attention to integral 
education 
Some care for the 
Blind 

Show superiority 
complement 
Attention to object 
teaching 

Self-made teaching 
equipment 


Attention to integral 
education 

More or less care for 
the Blind 
Some attention to 
object teaching 


Lack of attention to 
integral education 
Lack of attention for 
the Blind 
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Teaching 

condition 


Assisting 
the blind 


Good atmosphere 
to assist the blind 
Frequently help in 
study and daily life 
available 


Atmosphere to assist 
the blind 

Help in study and 
daily life available 


Atmosphere to assist 
the blind 

Some help in study 
and daily life 


Not formed 
atmosphere to help 
the blind 




Safe 

Protection 


Safe walk in usual 
activity areas 
No fixed or 
temporary obstacle 


No fixed or 
temporary obstacle 
in usual activity 
areas. 


Safe walk from 
classroom-toilet- 
playground 
No fixed or 
temporary obstacle 


Lack of safe 
protection for the 
blind 
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Psychic- 

rehabilit 

ation 


Optimistic 


Enjoy doing things 
of himself 

Enjoy public activity 
Good relation with 
classmates 
Enjoy helping others 


Willing to do things of 
himself 

Willing to do public 
activities 

Good relation with 
classmates 
Willing to offer help 


Could do things of 
himself 

Like to do public 
activities 

Good relation with 
classmates 


unwilling to do 
public activities 
Poor relation with 
classmates 


Desirous of 
study 


Very diligent 
Try hard to over- 
come difficulties 
Very attentive in 
class 

Respond actively 
Finish homework 
carefully and timely 


Try to overcome 
difficulties 
Attentive in class 
Respond actively 
Finish homework 
timely 


Could overcome 
difficulties 
Attentive in class 
Respond actively 
Could finish 
homework 


Not attentive in 
class 

Can not finish 
homework 
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Social 

Adapt- 

ability 


Observe 

disciplines 


Conscientious obey 
school rules 
Familiar and 
conform to “Student 
behavior regulation” 


Observe school 
disciplines 
Know and follow 
“Student behavior 
regulation” 


Could obey school 
rules 

Know “Student 
behavior regulation” 


Do not observe 
school disciplines 


Group 

Activity 


Enjoy participating 
class activities 
Good contacts with 
teachers & students 
Freely contacts with 
strangers 


Participating class 
activities 

Could keep contacts 
with teachers & 
students 

Natural contacts with 
strangers 


Participating class 
activities 

Some contacts with 
teachers & students 
Reserved with 
strangers 


Seldom 

participating class 
activities 
Can not handle 
contacts with 
teachers & students 


Getting 
along with 
people 


Correct use of 
courtesy terms 
Could correctly 
stand, sit, nod, shake 
hand, bow. 


Could use courtesy 
terms 

Could stand, sit, nod, 
shake hand, bow. 


Sometimes use 
courtesy terms 
Could correctly 
stand and sit but not 
correctly nod, shake . 
hand, bow. 


Can not use 
courtesy terms 
Can not stand and 
sit correctly 
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Study 

Ability 


Braille 

Touching 


Skillfully handle 55 
Braille and basic 
math marks 
Correct use of 
Chinese Pinyin 
Correct posture 
Speed: 55 syllable 
per minute 


Skillfully handle 55 
Braille and basic math 
marks 

Correct use of Chinese 
Pinyin 

Correct posture 
Speed: 45-55 syllable 
per minute 


Could handle 55 
Braille and basic 
math marks 
Not many errors in 
using Chinese 
Pinyin 

Correct posture 
Speed: 35-44 
syllable per minute 


Could handle 55 
Braille and basic 
math marks 
Incorrect use of 
Chinese Pinyin 
Incorrect posture 
Speed: less than 35 
syllable per minute 




Braille 

Writing 


Could correctly 
write the learned 
words 

Correct posture 
Skillful in fixing and 
moving slates 
Speed:50 per min. 


Could correctly write 
the learned 
Correct posture 
Skillful in fixing and 
moving slates 
Speed:45-54 per min. 


Could write the 
learned words 
Correct posture 
Could fix and move 
slates 

Speed: 30-39 per 
min 


Could write 
Correct posture 
Incorrect in fixing 
and moving slates 
Speed: less than 30 
per min 
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Assignment 


Could finish the same 
amount of homework 
as the sighted 
Could handle syllable 
and math operation 
Average score higher 
than 80 


Could finish the in- 
class homework 
Generally correct in 
syllable and math 
operation 

Average score higher 
than 70-79 


Could finish most 
of the in-class 
homework 
Not very correct in 
syllable and math 
operation 

Average score 60-69 


Could finish 
some of the in- 
class homework 
incorrect in 
syllable and 
math operation 
Fail in the exam 


Exam- 

inations 


Without lowering 
standards and 
requirements, score 
above 80 


Without lowering 
standards and 
requirements, score 
70-79 


Without lowering 
standards and 
requirements, score 
60-69 


Without 
lowering 
requirements, 
fail in the exam. 


Directional 

walk 


Generally handle 
directional walk 
Safe walk in school 


Generally handle 
directional walk 
Could slowly walk in 
school 


Guided walk 
Could coordinate 
skillfully in walking 


Guided walk . 
Could coordinate 
but not skillfully 
in walking 
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Parent 

Involve- 

ment 


Correct 

Attitude 


Not discriminate 
Not spoil 
Equal treatment 
Give encourage-ment 
and training 


Not discriminate 
Not spoil 
Equal treatment 


Not discriminate 
Not spoil 
Relatively equal 
treatment 


Discriminate or 
spoil 

Not equal 
treatment 


Active 

Assistance 


Initiatively finding out 
students’ behavior in 
school 

Coordinate teachers 
Provide guidance after 
class 

Study time available 


Finding out students’ 
behavior in school 
Coordinate teachers 
by providing some 
guidance after class 
Study time available 


Sometimes finding 
out students’ 
behavior in school • 
Coordinate teachers 
Study time available 


Seldom contacts 
teachers 

Lack of attention 
for the blind 




U.S. Department of Education 

Office of Educational Research and Improvement (OERI) 
Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC) 

REPRODUCTION RELEASE 

(Specific Document) 



1. DOCUMENT IDENTIFICATION: 




•£CSoSl?V 



Title: 



Author(s): Xl* B^U*^ 



Corporate Source: 



O-wi/K&n £ U CSusJLlj ruLp d, t 



I Publication Date: 

s 

: 

i 

I 



II. REPRODUCTION RELEASE: 



In order to disseminate as widely as possible timely and significant materials of interest to the educational community, documents announced 
in the monthly abstract journal of the ERIC system, Resources in Education (RIE), are usually made available to users in microfiche, reproduced 
paper copy, and electronic/optical media, and sold through the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS) or other ERIC vendors. Credit is 
given to the source of each document, and, if reproduction release is granted, one of the following notices is affixed to the document 



If permission is granted to reproduce and disseminate the identified document, please CHECK ONE of the following two options and sign at 
the bottom of the page. 




Check here 
For Level 1 Release: 

Permitting reproduction in 
microfiche (4" x 6" film) or 
other ERIC archival media 
(e.g., electronic or optical) 
and paper copy. 



The sample sticker shown below will be The sample sticker shown below will be 
affixed to all Level 1 documents affixed to all Level 2 documents 



PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND 




PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND 


DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL 




DISSEMINATE THIS 


HAS BEEN GRANTED BY 




MATERIAL IN OTHER THAN PAPER 






COPY HAS BEEN GRANTED BY 


v a 






eft 




Jr 








TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 




TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 


INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) 




INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) 



0 

t 

Check here 
For Level 2 Release: 

Permitting reproduction in 
microfiche (4" x 6" film) or 
other ERIC archival media 
(e.g., electronic or optical), 
but not in paper copy. 



Leve! 1 



Level 2 



Documents will be processed as indicated provided reproduction quality permits. If permission 
to reproduce is granted, but neither box is checked, documents will be processed at Level 1. 



Sign 

here^ 

please 




7 hereby grant to the Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC) nonexclusive permission to reproduce and disseminate 
this document as indicated above. Reproduction from the ERIC microfiche or electronic/optical media by persons other than 
ERIC employees and its system contractors requires permission from the copyright holder. Exception is made for non-profit 
reproduction by libraries and other service agencies to satisfy information needs of educators in response to discrete inquiries. " 


Signature: 


| Printed Name/Position/Titie: 

jXu t Vire-obr- 


Qrg^izationffi cures s : 


•Telephone: 

J 68/2-ZV-97 


FAX: 


j : E-Mail Address: 

1 | 


Date: 



(over) 




III. DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY INFORMATION (FROM NON-ERIC SOURCE): 

If permission to reproduce is not granted to ERIC, or, if you wish ERIC to cite the availability of the document from another source, 
please provide the following information regarding the availability of the document. (ERIC will not announce a document unless it is 
publicly available, and a dependable source can be specified. Contributors should also be aware 'that ERIC selection criteria are 
significantly more stringent for documents that cannot be made available through EDRS.) 

. Vj 

Publisher/Distributor: 



Address: 



Price: 



IV. REFERRAL OF ERIC TO COPYRIGHT/REPRODUCTION RIGHTS HOLDER: 

If the right to grant reproduction release is held by someone other than the addressee, please provide the appropriate name and address: 



Name: 



Address: 



V. WHERE TO SEND THIS FORM: 



Send this form to the following ERIC Clearinghouse: 




ERIC Clearinghouse on Disabilities 


Toll-Free: 800/328-0272 


and Gifted Education 


FAX: 703/620-2521 


The Council for Exceptional Children 




1920 Association Drive 




Reston, VA 20191-1589 





However, if solicited by the ERIC Facility, or if making an unsolicited contribution to ERIC, return this form (and the document being 
contributed) to: 



ERIC Processing and Reference Facility 
1100 West Street, 2d Floor 
Laurel, Maryland 20707-3598 

Telephone: 301-497-4080 
Toll Free: 800-799-3742 
FAX: 301-953-0263 
e-mail: ericfac@inet.ed.gov 
WWW : http ://ericfac. piccard .csc.com 






6/96) 



